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We all have a “longing for Eden”, a desire for unhindered communion with God. This future gaze 

has the potential to infuse our marriages with a transcendent place of abiding. Husbands and 

wives that invest in the age to come are “laying up treasure”, some of which will spill over into 

the “here and now” and solidify their marriage in this age.    

There are two ways to build a marriage. One is to hear what the Lord is saying and to obey. The 

result will be a wise couple with a marriage built on solid rock. When the storms come, this 

marriage will stand firm. The other alternative is to hear what the Lord is saying, but not put it 

into practice or worse yet, to not even be seeking to hear Him at all. The result will be a foolish 

couple with a marriage built on shifting sand. When the storms come, this marriage will be liable 

for a fall.  

As the Rizzo’s state in their book, “Being a Christian married to a Christian will not automatically 

mean that your marriage will be a God-centered one.” Each spouse needs to maintain devotion 

to Christ. The necessary ingredient is that both husband and wife be in “hear and obey” mode a 

majority of the time. 

When Jesus returned at the end of the first century to give a message to the seven churches, 

the emphasis was, “He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says.” This translates into a 

solid marriage principle. Marriages that hear and obey will be full of light and marriages full of 

light will overcome darkness. The hour in which we live is not a time to cast off restraint; it’s a 

time for husbands and wives to contend for fresh vision in their marriages. Your individual 

response and your marital response, to the commands of God, will transcend this life and be 

conferred as rewards in the age to come.  

Mike & Anne Rizzo have been in pastoral ministry for thirty years and have faithfully served for 

the past five years on the staff of IHOP-KC. They pour their lives into married and pre-marital 

couples that the mystery of “Christ and the church” would be made manifest amongst husbands 



and wives. They carry a maturity in Christ that will bless your marriage. “Longing for Eden” will 

inspire you to: persevere in challenging seasons, be renewed in vision, and make the radical 

heart decisions unto a healthy marriage.  
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